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National Outlook — Significant Events for Fall 2012 |

Drought persists, powerful storm provides some relief
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Drought in the West

Departure from Normal Temp. (F)
Left—US Drought Monitor: Though early Sept. 1 — Nov. 30, 2012
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from Normal Temperature: Most of the West experienced a

warmer than average fall, with temperatures particularly

higher than average in November. (hprcc.unl.edu)

Western Region: Robert Webb (robert.s.webb@noaa.gov) Southern Great Plains: David Brown (david.p.brown@noaa.gov)

Pacific Islands: ~ John Marra (john.marra@noaa.gov) Central Region: Doug Kluck (doug.kluck@noaa.gov)



Governor Leadership on Drought: WGA Co-Sponsors

Given the extent and severity of the current drought, WGA co-sponsored
the National Drought Forum on December 12-13, 2012 in Washington,

DC. The forum focused on enhancing long-term drought preparedness and
resilience, especially in advance of what could be another drought year in
2013.

“Drought impacts next year could be far more severe, especially given that
the reservoir storage in many basins has been depleted,” said Kansas Gov-
ernor Sam Brownback, guest speaker at the event.

Governor Brownback has employed a suite of policy reforms, state initia-
tives, and federal programs to address drought and water stress in the
Ogallala aquifer. Reservoir management and dredging to re-establish res-
ervoir capacity are of particular interest to the Governor.

Immediate follow-up activities include:

1) Regular, real-time coordination and information sharing on the status,
impacts, and prospects for drought throughout 2013

2) Identification of priority basins or projects that are severely affected
by drought, in order to focus mitigation strategies for 2013

3) Coordination with USDA on federal disaster declarations and drought
relief programs

Governor Sam Brownback spoke about Kansas’ response
4) Working with the Army Corps of Engineers to dredge critical reservoirs  t0 the 2012 Drought — as well as its preparation for fu-

ture drought years — at the National Drought Forum in

and enhance storage capacity in the West.
Washington, DC on December 13, 2012.
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Persistent drought likely through March Reservoir storage below average in much of West
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